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Notice 

This document represents the personal opinion of the author and is not meant to be in any way 
the offering of medical advice or otherwise. It represents solely an analysis by the author of 
certain data which is generally available. The author furthermore makes no representations 
that the data available in the referenced papers is free from error. The Author also does not 
represent in any manner or fashion that the documents and information contained herein can 
be used other than for expressing the opinions of the Author. Any use made and actions 
resulting directly or otherwise from any of the documents, information, analyses, or data or 
otherwise is the sole responsibility of the user and The Author expressly takes no liability for 
any direct or indirect losses, harm, damage or otherwise resulting from the use or reliance upon 
any of the Author's opinions as herein expressed. There is no representation by The Author, 
express or otherwise, that the materials contained herein are investment advice, business 
advice, legal advice, medical advice or in any way should be relied upon by anyone for any 
purpose. The Author does not provide any financial, investment, medical, legal or similar advice 
in this document or in its publications on any related Internet sites. 
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1 CANCER MODELS FOR UNDERSTANDING, PREDICTION, AND CONTROL 
 
We will now consider what are the essential elements for modeling cancers. The first step is to 
re-establish the goals of a model and then its structure. Finally we will lead into the 
interrelationship between a model and the data which is used to justify it.  
 
Many authors have developed models concerning pathways and also cancer. The books by Klipp 
et al and that of Szlassi et al are excellent overviews of the area with significant detail. The Klipp 
et al book is a truly superb discussion regarding pathways and modeling alternatives. The books 
by Bellomo et al and Wang are directed specifically at cancer modeling but unfortunately they 
lack adequate pathway dynamics to be of substantial use. Yet they are the only books available 
within the focused area. 
 
At the core, we want a model which reflects the following qualities: 
 
1. Based Upon Reality: The model must at its core be based upon the known reality. It must 
conform with what we currently know and understand. Namely it must reflect in its core the 
elements which we consider critical and the temporal and spatial dynamics of those elements. 
The model must be based upon a tempero-spatial system of measurable quantities ;linked in 
some kinetic manner using reasonably well understood processes. 
 
2. Predictability: Any modeling must, if it is to have any credibility, have the ability to predict, to 
say what will happen, and then to have that prediction validated. Although the ability may be 
statistical in nature the statistical confidence must be justifiable. We know all too well that many 
things are correlated, yet not causal, and not predictable. 
 
3. Measurable: One must be able to measure and then predict the quantities which make up the 
model. Many of the modeling systems include proteins but they react in some zero-one format. 
We know in reality that we have concentrations, or better yet specific numbers of proteins, 
produced in a cell. Yet we cannot yet measure the number of each of these proteins. We all too 
often can at best measure their presence or absence. However, is it not the case that it is the 
excess or the low density of some set of proteins which shift reactions, and that reactions are 
often concentration dependent.  
 
4. Modellable: We want a system which can be modeled. It must reflect the measurable 
quantities in space and time and the tempero-spatial dynamics of them, using techniques that we 
can then use for prediction and validation. 
 
In this paper we examine and analyze several models of cancer. Specifically we look at 
intracellular, extracellular and full body models. We attempt to establish a linkage between all of 
them. Many researchers have looked at the gene level, the pathway level and the gross flow of 
cancer cell level, namely whole body. Connecting them has been complex to say the least. 
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But herein we look at the pathway level and a whole body level and demonstrate the nexus, 
physically, and from this we argue that one can construct both prognostic tools as well as 
methodologies to deal with metastasis.  
 
The following graphic lays out the flow of development and its implications as we detail them 
herein. 

 
 
  

Gene 

•Genetic alterations 
result in genes which 
may or may not 
function as required. 

•The genetic concerns 
may be germ line or 
somatic. 

•Genetic mapping may 
or may not establish 
diagnostic and/or 
prognostic value. 

Pathway 

•Pathways demonstrate 
the operation of genes 
and their expression. 

•Models in this case 
often deal with the 
temporal variation of 
gene product 
concentrations. 

•The approach here is 
often detailed time 
varying differential 
equations models. 

Whole Body 

•Whole body models 
looik at the flow of 
malignant cells 
throughout the body. 

•We introduce a model 
wherein we have terms 
that reflect the 
diffusion effects, the 
flow effects and the 
growth effects. 

•We demonstrate a 
method to relate the 
above three effects to 
the concentrations of 
key pathway gene 
products. 

•We posit a prognostic 
and treatment model 
and methodology. 
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2 CHARACTERISTICS OF CANCER 
 
What are the key characteristics of cancer. As Weinberg notes in the figure below, normal cells 
have the following functions: 
 
1. Growth: Growth is often distinguished from cell multiplication, or mitosis. Growth is cell 
expansion, the production of new proteins, the expansion of intra-cellular fluids, and the 
inclusion of exogenous factors found in normal cell life. In a sense cells consume and cells can 
get fat! The cells produce and absorb. They consume so they can both grow and duplicate, via 
simple mitosis. 
 
2. Migration: Cells often have an ability to find their place and stay there. Blood cells flow out 
into the vascular system, and they tend to stay there until their natural course is complete. Basal 
cells remain basal as they progress up through the epithelium. Melanocytes remain melanocytes 
and remain in the basal layers, when benign. 
 
3. Apoptosis: Cells die. They are programmed to do so and they do so in a clean and elegant 
fashion leaving no mess behind. This is in contrast to cell death with a diseased or damaged cell 
in which case the immune system must take over and remove the debris. 
 
4. Differentiation: Cells have the ability to differentiate and perform specific functions. 
 
5. Adhesion: Cells stick to adjacent cells, keeping their place in a collection of many other 
differentiated cells, and performing specific cellular functions. 
 
 

 
 
The following represent several of the characteristics found in cancer cells. 
 
1. Genetic Alterations: The genes in cancer cells are often markedly changed. We have 
demonstrated that the literature has for melanoma, and for many other cancers, laid out various 
genetic profiles, some connected with pathway alterations and others just recognized.  
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2. Cell Cycle Activation: Cells enter mitosis when activated generally y external growth stimuli 
and in turn activate growth pathways. It is possible that as a result of certain genetic pathway 
alterations that they may get activated endogenously, rather than exogenously. In either case we 
have activated the cell cycle and if not controlled the cell will complete mitosis and a doubling 
will occur. Unlimited cell cycle activation will result in the unlimited growth of cancer cells and 
the displacement of normal cells and the functions that those cells provide. 
 
3. Loss of Normal Apoptosis: Loss of normal cell death is a major factor of cancer cells, they just 
do not die off.  
 
4. Loss of Spatial Stability: The spatial instability is also a known attribute. The melanocyte for 
example just starts to wander, and then to replicate, and fails to die off through apoptosis. 
 
5. Loss of Specific Functionality: Cancer cells lose all functionality. If a glandular cell, it no 
longer is. As a malignant melanocyte it no longer produces melanosomes for the skin. 
 
6. Development of Alternative Metabolic Capabilities: This is in effect the Warburg Effect. 
Namely the metabolism of the cancer cell is anaerobic rather than oxidative. 
 
7. Establishment of a Stem Cell Motif: We have discussed this at length before but it is simply 
the hypothesis that a small collection of cells control the metastatic process and that this small 
collection is a clone which may at this point be mutating independently. This implies that the 
remaining cancer like cells are (i) not capable of separate metastatic, and (ii) if one removes the 
CSC then one halts the cancer and the remaining cells will go through some form of apoptosis. 
Also, (iii) the identification of the CSC is separate and apart from all other cells. 
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3 CANCER: AN EVOLVING PUZZLE 
 
Cancer is an evolving puzzle. What we present here is not expected to be definitive. The 
challenge is that as we learn more about the cell and about cells in environments, it will most 
likely be reflected in our understanding of cancer cell dynamics. For example, below we have a 
modification from Weinberg showing the interaction between cancer cells and other cells in the 
body.  
 
 

 
 
 
Several recent papers have been published on the details of cancer genetics which make the 
understanding a continuous process of complexity. Let me first provide a brief précis of how we 
have progressed to this point: 
 
1. The clone. It has been asserted that almost all cancers begin with a single aberrant cell, the 
clonal source. From this one cell we have generate everything else. One single cell then 
replicates in an uncontrolled manner. 
 
2. The Vogelstein Paradigm: The Vogelstein Paradigm (VP) states that the clone is created in 
some predictable sequence of gene changes and that these changes can be detected and perhaps 
blocked. 
 
3. The genetic profile: This concept uses the wealth, also excess, of gene mutation data available 
from microarray analysis to determine “profiles” for various cancers attempting to gain 
prognostic information as well as “individual” profiling for treatment. In many ways the micro 
array tool provides “too much data”, akin to the comment in Amadeus when the Emperor was 
asked about Mozart’s music, and he remarked “too many notes”. Namely the wealth of data is 
essential but the ability of the human processor is not quite up to it yet. 
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4. The pathway model: In this case we use pathways as a means to understand what is going 
wrong in a cell by cell basis. Then we try to block aberrant pathways to have the tumor no longer 
function as it has to that point. We have argued that this approach has a strong core, namely a 
model which can be verified and improved, but at the same time it lacks two major factors; (i) is 
does not deal with intercellular communications well enough, (ii) it does not deal with the issues 
of what causes the loss of gene activity and homeostasis well enough.  
 
Now there have been several papers in NEJM discussing results on several cancers, kidney and 
AML, acute myeloid leukemia. Combined they tell and interesting tale. I have already 
commented on the kidney paper by Gerlinger et al but will add to it in this analysis. 
 
As Gerlinger et al state: 
 
Multiregion genetic analysis of four consecutive tumors provided evidence of intratumor 
heterogeneity in every tumor, with spatially separated heterogeneous somatic mutations and 
chromosomal imbalances leading to phenotypic intratumor diversity (activating mutation in 
MTOR) and uniformity (loss-of-function mutation in SETD2 and PTEN). Of all somatic 
mutations found on multiregion sequencing, 63 to 69% were heterogeneous and thus not 
detectable in every sequenced region. Heterogeneous patterns of allelic imbalance were found in 
all tumors, and ploidy heterogeneity was found in two tumors. Therefore, we found that a single 
tumor-biopsy specimen reveals a minority of genetic aberrations (including mutations, allelic 
imbalance, and ploidy) that are present in an entire tumor. 
 
Thus with this study we see significant genetic variability. The sequencing of genetic changes 
and the expectation of clonal consistency seems to be at variance. 
 
In contrast, to justify the clonal progression, as Walter et al state regarding AML: 
 
A unique aspect of the biology of leukemia is that hematopoietic cells freely mix and recirculate 
between the peripheral blood and the bone marrow. Clones that persist and grow over time must 
retain the capacity for self-renewal. Mutations in new clones must confer a growth advantage for 
them to successfully compete with ancestral clones. The result is that these secondary-AML 
samples are not monoclonal but are instead a mosaic of several genomes with unique sets of 
mutations; this mosaic is shaped by the acquisition of serial mutations and clonal diversification. 
Similarly, recent analysis of de novo AML samples with the use of whole-genome sequencing 
showed that relapse after chemotherapy is associated with clonal evolution and acquisition of 
new mutations. 
 
 Analysis of individual cancer cells may reveal additional layers of genetic complexity. Recent 
studies of B-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia have shown that serial acquisition of cytogenetic 
abnormalities in that disease most often occurs through a branching hierarchy and only rarely 
follows a simple linear path…. Our study has several clinical implications.  
 
First, the distinction between the myelodysplastic syndromes and secondary AML currently 
relies on manual enumeration of bone marrow myeloblasts, a standard that is subject to 
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interobserver bias but nonetheless drives major decisions about treatment for patients with small 
differences in myeloblast counts. Ultimately, identifying the patterns of pathogenic mutations 
and their clonality in bone marrow samples from patients with myelodysplastic syndromes 
should lead to greater diagnostic certainty and improved prognostic algorithms. 
 
Neither studies presented intracellular pathways models which could be verified as state 
machines leading to malignant processes nor did they provide any basis for the genetic variations 
observed. These two factors will be essential in a better understanding of these diseases. 
However we see strong hematopoietic clonality and non-hematopoietic non-clonality. 
 
The question one may ask is: do the cancer cells as they progress in a metastatic manner do so in 
a random ever changing manner unconnected from one another or is there some rational 
underlying physical basis for the changes in a manner in which the cancer has become an alter-
organism in the human host? Is cancer a “slime mold” atop the human?  
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4 WHAT DO WE MODEL IN CANCER? 
 
The key question we ask is just what is it we are modeling in cancer cell dynamics. Let us 
consider some options: 
 
4.1 INTRACELLULAR GENE DYNAMICS:  
 
This type of model focuses on the genes, and their behavior. It is basically one where we 
examine the gene type and its product.  
 
4.2 INTRACELLULAR PROTEIN DYNAMICS:  
 
This type of model falls in several subclasses. All begin with protein pathways and the 
“dynamics” of such pathways. But we have two major subclasses; protein measures and temporal 
measures. By the former we mean that we can look at the proteins as being on or off, there or not 
there, or at the other extreme looking at the total number of proteins of a specific type generated 
and present at a specific time. By the latter, namely the temporal state, we can look at the 
proteins in some static sense, namely there or not there at some average snapshot instance, or we 
can look at the details over time, the detailed dynamics. In all cases we look at the intracellular 
dynamics only. 
 
Let us consider the two approaches. 
 
i. On-Off: In this approach the intracellular relationships are depicted as activators or inhibitors, 
namely if present they allow or block an element in a pathway. PTEN is a typical example, if 
present it blocks Akt, if absent it allows Akt to proceed and enter mitosis. p53 is another example 
for if present we have apoptosis and if absent we fail to have apoptosis. These are simplistic 
views. This is a highly simplistic view but it does align with the understanding available say with 
limited microarray techniques. This is an example of the data collection defining what the model 
is or should be. 
 
ii. Density: This is a more complex model and it does reflect what we would see as reality. The 
underlying assumptions here are: 
 
a. Genes are continually producing proteins via transcription and translation. 
 
b. Transcription and translation are affected at most by proteins from other genes acting as 
repressors or activators. There are no other elements affecting the process of transcription and 
translation. Not that this precludes any miRNA, methylation, or other secondary factors. We 
shall consider them later. In fact they may often be the controlling factors. 
 
c. The kinetics of protein production can be determined. Namely we know the rate at which 
transcription and translation occur in a normal cell or even in a variant. That is we know that the 
production rate of proteins can be given by: 
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Here we have production rates dependent on the concentration of other proteins. The processes 
related to consumption are not totally understood (see Martinez-Vincente et al). We understand 
cell growth, as distinct from mitotic duplication, but the growth of a cell is merely the expansion 
of what was already in the cell when at the end of its mitotic creation. In contrast, we understand 
apoptosis, the total destruction of the cell, we also understand that certain proteins flow outside 
the cell or may be used as cell surface receptors, but the consumption of these is not fully 
understood. Yet we can postulate: 
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This is based upon the work of Martinez-Vincente et al which states: 
 
All intracellular proteins undergo continuous synthesis and degradation (Mortimore et al., 1989; 
Schimke, 1970). This constant protein turnover, among other functions, helps reduce, to a 
minimum, the time a particular protein is exposed to the hazardous cellular environment, and 
consequently, the probability of being damaged or altered. At a first sight, this constant renewal 
of cellular components before they lose functionality may appear a tremendous waste of cellular 
resources.  
 
However, it is well justified considering the detrimental consequences that the accumulation of 
damaged intracellular components has on cell function and survival (Goldberg, 2003). 
Furthermore, protein degradation rather than mere destruction is indeed a recycling process, as 
the constituent amino acids of the degraded protein are reutilized for the synthesis of new 
proteins (Mortimore et al., 1989; Schimke, 1970).  
 
The rates at which different proteins are synthesized and degraded inside cells are different and 
can change in response to different stimuli or under different conditions. This balance between 
protein synthesis and degradation also allows cells to rapidly modify intracellular levels of 
proteins to adapt to changes in the extracellular environment. Proper protein degradation is also 
essential for cell survival under conditions resulting in extensive cellular damage. In fact, 
activation of the intracellular proteolytic systems occurs frequently as part of the cellular 
response to stress (recently reviewed in Cuervo, 2004b; Goldberg, 2003). In this role as ‘quality 
control’ systems, the proteolytic systems are assisted by molecular chaperones, which ultimately 
determine the fate of the damaged/unfolded protein (Fig. 1).  
 
Damaged proteins are first recognized by molecular chaperones, which facilitate protein 
refolding/repairing. If the damage is too extensive, or under conditions unfavorable for protein 
repair, damaged proteins are targeted for degradation. Protein degradation is also essential 
during major cellular remodeling (i.e. embryogenesis, morphogenesis, cell differentiation), and 
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as a defensive mechanism against harmful agents and pathogens (recently reviewed in Cuervo, 
2004a; Klionsky, 2005).  
 
We have also discussed this process with regards to the function of ubiquitin, which marks 
proteins for elimination. As Goldberg states: 
 
Proteins within cells are continually being degraded to amino acids and replaced by newly 
synthesized proteins. This process is highly selective and precisely regulated1, and individual 
proteins are destroyed at widely different rates, with half-lives ranging from several minutes to 
many days. In eukaryotic cells, most proteins destined for degradation are labelled first by 
ubiquitin in an energy requiring process and then digested to small peptides by the large 
proteolytic complex, the 26S proteasome.  
 
Indicative of the complexity and importance of this system is the large number of gene products 
(perhaps a thousand) that function in the degradation of different proteins in mammalian cells. 
In the past decade, there has been an explosion of interest in the ubiquitin–proteasome pathway, 
due largely to the general recognition of its importance in the regulation of cell division, gene 
expression and other key processes1. However, the cell’s degradative machinery must have 
evolved initially to serve a more fundamental homeostatic function — to serve as a quality-
control system that rapidly eliminates misfolded or damaged proteins whose accumulation would 
interfere with normal cell function and viability.  
 
Also we refer to the recent review work of Ciechanover which details the evolution of this 
understanding. 
 
In contrast the proteins are consumed and thus the negative sign. In toto we have: 
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as a total balance of proteins. This assumes we have a production mechanism for each of the 
proteins, namely their genes and the activators and repressors as required. 
 
d. Pathway Dynamics must be meaningful. Let us consider the pathway as shown below. This is 
a typical melanoma pathway we have shown before. 
 



DRAFT WHITE PAPER 
CANCER MODELS FOR UNDERSTANDING, 
PREDICTION, AND CONTROL 

 

13 | P a g e  
 

 
 
Now let us consider PTEN blocking BRAF and Akt. Now physically it is one molecule of PTEN 
needed for each molecule of BRAF and PI3K. But what if we have the following: 
 

 

 
Here we have PTEN blocking some but not all the BRAF and PTEN blocking all the PI3K. At 
least at time t. Do we have an internal mechanism which then produces even more PTEN? One 
must see here that we are looking at the actual numbers of PTEN, real numbers reflecting the 
production and destruction rates. We know for example that if we have a mutated BRAF then no 
matter how much PTEN we have an unregulated pathway. 
 
Now it is also important to note that this “model” and approach is distinct in ways from classic 
kinetics, since the classic model assume a large volume and concentrations in determining 
kinetic reaction rates of catalytic processes. Here we assume a protein binds one on one with 
another protein to facilitate a pathway. 
 
Thus knowing the dynamics of individual proteins, and knowing the pathways of the proteins, 
namely the temporary adhesion of a protein, we can determine several factors: 
 

1. The number of free proteins by type 
2. The pathways activated or blocked 
3. The resultant cellular dynamics based on activated pathways. 

 
It should be noted that we see pathways being turned on and off as we produce and destroy 
proteins. There is a dynamic process ongoing and it all depends on what would be a stasis level 
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of proteins by type. The question is; are cells in stasis or are they in a continual mode of 
regaining a temporary stasis? 
 
This also begs the question, that if as we have argued, that cancer is a loss of stasis due to 
pathway malfunction, then can this be a process of instability in the course of a normal cell? 
Namely is there in the dynamics of cell protein counts, unstable oscillator type modes resulting 
in uncontrolled mitotic behavior. Namely can a cell get locked into an unstable state and start 
reproducing itself in that state, namely an otherwise normal cell. 
 
e. Total intracellular dynamics can be modeled yet the underlying processes are still not 
understood and the required measurements are yet to be determined. 
 
4.3 INTERCELLULAR DYNAMICS:  
 
Here we look at the intercellular dynamics as well, not just as a stand-alone model. By this 
methodology we look at intercellular communications by ligand binding and the resulting 
activation of the intracellular pathways. We must consider both the intercellular signalling 
between like cells but also between unlike, such a white cells perhaps as growth factor inhibitors 
and the like. We also then must consider the spatiodynamics, namely the “movement” of the 
cells, or in effect the lack of fixedness or specificity of function. This becomes a quite complex 
problem. 
 
There are two functions we examine here: 
 
a. Intercellular binding or adhesion: E cadherin is one example that we see in melanocytes. 
Pathway breakdown may result in the malfunctioning of E cadherin.  
 

 
 
The above demonstrated E cadherin in melanocyte-keratinocyte localization. The bonds are 
strong and this stabilizes the melanocyte in the basal layer. If however the E cadherin is 
compromised then the bond is broken, or materially weakened, and the melanocyte starts to 
wander. Movement for example above the bottom of the basal layer and upwards is 
pathognomonic of melanoma in situ. Wandering downward to the dermis becomes a melanoma. 



DRAFT WHITE PAPER 
CANCER MODELS FOR UNDERSTANDING, 
PREDICTION, AND CONTROL 

 

15 | P a g e  
 

Thus the pathways activating E cadherin production is one pathway essential in the inter-cellular 
dynamics. 
 
b. Ligand production and receptor production: Here we have cells producing ligands, proteins 
which venture out of the cell and become signalling elements in the intercellular world. We have 
the receptor production as well, where we have on the surface of cells, various receptors, also 
composed of cell generated proteins, which allow for binding sites of the ligands and result in 
pathway activation of some type. For example various Growth Factors, GF proteins, find their 
way to receptors, which in turn activate the pathways. Wnt is an example of one of these ligands 
which we have shown above. 
 
It can also be argued that as ligands are produced and as the “flow” throughout the intercellular 
matrix, we can obtain effects similar to those in the Turing tessellation models. Namely a single 
ligand may be present everywhere but density of ligands may vary in a somewhat complex but 
determinable manner, namely is a wavelike fashion. 
 
Thus, as with intracellular proteins, we have with intercellular ligands the following: 
 
 

[ ]q( x,t ) E Number of ligand Pr oteins;x,t=  
 
and we would have some dynamic process as: 
 

2

2

q( x,t ) q( x,t )R( x,t ) ...
t x

∂ ∂
= +

∂ ∂
 

 
This is akin to the Turing model used in patterning of plants and animals. Namely the 
concentration of a ligand, and in turn its effect, may be controlled by  
 
4.4 TOTAL CELLULAR DYNAMICS:  
 
In this case we would want a model which reflects the total body spatiotemporal dynamics This 
type of models is an ideal which may or may not be achievable. In a simple sense it is akin to 
diffusion dynamics, viewing the cancer cells as one type of particle and the remaining body cells 
as another type. The cancer cells have intercellular characteristics specific to cancer and the body 
cells have functionally specific characteristics. Thus we could ask questions regarding the 
“diffusion” of cancer cells from a local point to distant points based upon the media in between. 
The “rate” of such diffusion could be dependent upon the local cells and their ability for example 
to nourish the cancer cells as well. In this model we could define an average concentration of 
cancer cells at some position x and time t as: 
 

[ ]p( x,t ) E Number of Cancer Cells;x,t=  
 
and we would have some dynamic process as: 
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This is a diffusion like equation and is a whole body equation. Perhaps knowing what the rate of 
diffusion is on a cell by cell basis may allow one to determine the most likely diffusion path for 
the malignancy, and in turn direct treatment as well.  
 
This is of course pure speculation since there has been to my knowledge any study in this area. 
Except one could imagine a system akin to PET scans and the like which would use as input the 
surface markers from a malignancy and then the body diffusion rates to plot out in space and 
time the most likely flow of malignant cells and thus plan out treatment strategies. Although this 
model is speculative we shall return again to it in a final review of such models since it does 
present a powerful alternative. 
 
This concept of total cellular dynamics is in contradistinction to the intercellular transport. In the 
total cellular dynamics model we regard the model as one considering the flow of altered cells 
across an existing body of stable differentiated cells. 
 
We may then ask, what factors drive cancer cells to what locations? One may putatively state 
that cancer cells will follow the path of least resistance and/or will proceed along “flow lines” 
consistent with what propagation dynamics they may be influenced by. 
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5 INTRACELLULAR DYNAMICS: AN EXAMPLE 
 
We now consider in more formalistic terms how to develop models. There are three approaches 
under consideration: 
 
Boolean Networks: The model assumes discrete time on or off nets controlled by the dynamics 
of the pathway. The Boolean model consists of two elements: first, an assumption that a gene or 
protein is on or off, second, that the control of that constituent is a Boolean control consisting of 
AND, OR and NOT Boolean type functions dependent upon precursor constituents. We discuss 
this in some detail related to PTEN. The Boolean approach is interesting in that it works well at 
times identifying non-dynamic pathways using massive micro-array data. 
 
Bayesian Networks: The Bayesian model assumes that the value may be analog not binary and 
that there exists a graph which is what is the desired output. It uses a Bayes model which yields 
the best fitting graph given data from a microarray and assuming that there are linkages 
consisting of probabilities in a directed manner. The Bayesian may become time varying as well. 
As with the Boolean approach it works well with ascertaining linkages and graphs using 
microarray data and in this case the microarray data may be of an analog nature not just binary. 
 
State Models: These are continuous time and continuous state models of specific pathway 
concentrations where we employ enzymatic reaction rate models that we have discussed 
previously. We have used these models in other circumstances and they have proven their worth. 
Also these models are often more amenable to stochastic effects as well as examination for 
observability and controllability. 
 
5.1 BOOLEAN NETWORKS 
 
The simplest model for pathways is the Boolean model. This has been described in Klipp et al in 
simple terms. A classification of Boolean Networks has been done in Gershenson.  It is based 
upon three simple assumptions. 
 
First, genes and their products are either on or off, expressed or not expressed. This denies 
concentration effects. 
 
Thus as an example we may have PTEN and Akt, and they are either 1 or 0. Thus we have the 
four states, {PTEN, Akt} as 00, 10, 01, 11. Not all may exist, we will show that next. 
 
Second, the effects on a set of gene products on other gene products can be expressed by a 
Boolean expression. 
 
Thus, for example we have the Binary or Boolean expression: 
 
Akt = NOT PTEN. 
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Thus if PTEN is 0 then Akt is 1 and likewise if PTEN is 1 then Akt is 0. The states 11 and 00 are 
not allowed.  
 
Third, this is a discrete time state system where we have the kth instance influencing the k+1 th 
state.  
 
Thus as above we should state: 
 
Akt(k+1)=NOT PTEN(k) 
 
We may add asynchrony and probabilistic transitions as well to the model. 
 
Now let us formalize the model a bit. We assume that there are N genes or gene products that are 
of interest. Then the state of the system at any time is: 
 

1

N

x ( k )
x( k ) ...

x ( k )

 
 =  
  

 

 
where the xs can take on only 0 or 1 in value, on or off. 
 
Now we assume that for each x(k) we have some Boolean equation of the following type: 
 

1 3 4 61jx ( k ) ( x ( k )ANDx ( k ))NOTx ( k )ORx ( k )+ =  
 
We now ask where did this equation come from. We defer that for the moment. But let us 
assume that we can find that for every one of the x values. The we have: 
 

1 1

1

1 1

1
1

1

N

N N

x( k ) F( k ,k )
where

f ( k ,k; x ( k )...x ( k ))
F( k ,k ) ...

f ( k ,k; x ( k )...x ( k ))

+ = +

+ 
 + =  
 + 

 

 
Now let us return to our PCa model and look at a simplified set of it as shown below. First, from 
Lin et al we have for the simple model showing that “PTEN Decreases AR Protein Levels via 
Promotion of AR Degradation” which we show below; 
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: 
Then from the above we can generate a simple model of pathways with some detail as below: 

 
 
Now in this model we assume that an EGF ligand drives PI3K which moves PIP3 to activate 
AKT to AKT+1 the activated form which drives FOXO to enhance cell survival. We see 10 
states all of which are binary. Ideally we would have 210 possible states, roughly a million. But 
the state transitions will prohibit this. 
 
The following depict the transition equations, the Boolean f functions from above, as we have 
somewhat arbitrarily created them, and the stable state. 
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Note that we can assume that EGF is one and PTEN is 1 and thus PTEN blocks everything. Note 
also that only 5 state equations are specified. The others are just stable states. We can now take 
any states, namely ones where EGF and PTEN go from 0 to 1 or 1 to 0 and see what happens. 
Note that we have in this model the assumption that PI3K needs EGF. Also if PTEN is on then it 
suppresses cell growth via FOXO. 
 
One can use microarray technology to validate this model. However it has significant drawbacks.  
 
First it is binary. Real world models are not that way. 
 
Second it is discrete time, again not a reflection of reality. 
 
Third, it assumes binary reactions, and the real reactions are a bit more subtle. 
 
The use of the pathway data is oftentimes effective at the gross level (see Kim et al). Also the 
ability of correlating pathway models with microarray data is also of significant value. 
Oftentimes the microarray data itself is binary and thus it maps fairly well onto this model (see 
Driscoll and Gardner). 
 
Expansion of this model to non-discrete times and random transitions has been shown in the wok 
of Shmulevich et al (three papers in 2002, 2002, 2002) 
 
5.2 BAYESIAN NETWORKS 
 
In the development of a Boolean Network we assumed two things; first that the proteins or other 
relative constituent was either on or off and second that the interaction between constituents was 
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controlled via some Boolean function of AND, OR, NOT type combinations. Now in the 
Bayesian world we assume Bayes type relationships and then try to infer dependency thereupon. 
 
5.2.1 Bayesian Analysis 
 
Let us begin by looking at the following network. We assume that the Ps are influencing the Ps 
they are connected to in some manner. For simplicity we shall assume they are all positive 
influences. 
 
 
 

 
 
Now in a Bayes world we generally have some data and we then try to infer from the data the 
structure as we see it above.  
 
Let us look at the above flow. Here we have assumed a priori that there are well defined 
influencing factors. But what if all we had was 10 products and we just thought that they 
somehow interact. What we want to do is use some logical method to arrive at the chart above. 
How could we approach this? 
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Let us assume we have some microarray data. Let us further assume that it is simple microarray 
data showing genes on or off.  
 
We could write in general the following (see Theodoridis and Koutroumbas, pp 64-68): 
 

10 9 8 1 10 9 1 9 8 1 2 1 1p( P ,P ,P ,...P ) p( P P ,...P )p( P P ,...P )...p( P P )p( P )=  
 
Now that does not reflect the graph, G, which we had shown at the top. One may look at the set 
of all possible graphs, say: 
 

{ }iGΓ =  
 
where we have any possible G as a set. We are really interested in the “best” G give say a data 
set D.  
 
So let us go to the data set, D. What can we use to assist in determining the best possible G. Let 
us assume we have a microarray. The microarray presents data in one of two forms; active or no 
effect. Namely the array elements lights up if active and does not light up is not active. Let us 
assume we have 20 samples and we test for the ten products. We get an array as below. Here red 
is active. 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
P1                     
P2                     
P3                     
P4                     
P5                     
P6                     
P7                     
P8                     
P9                     
P10                     
 
From this we have a data set given by; 
 

{ }

1

10

1 1 20

i ,

i

i ,

N

d
d ...

d

and
D d ,...d : N ,...,

 
 =  
  

= =
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We can now look at the problem in a Bayesian sense. Let G be the graph and D the data as we 
demonstrated above. Now as a Bayes approach we can seek: 
 

[ ]

max log P G D

max log P D G log P G c

  =   
 + +   

 

 
We thus seek to maximize the Bayes score. We seek the G which given the D gives the best 
result. 
 
Now we can model the system as follows: 
 

10

1
i i ,k k

k , i

i i i

P a P

and
d b P

= ≠

=

=

∑
 

 
The a values are determined by the graph G. We can add noise to the measurement and even to 
the system. We can then find the set of a that given the D set minimize the measure we stated 
above. Since we can assume that we have: 
 

10

1
i i ,k k i

k , i

i i i i

P a P n

and
d b P w

= ≠

= +

= +

∑
 

 
where they are zero mean Gaussian, then the metric used to attain a minimum on the data set D 
to determine the graph G is simple, yet a complex calculation. 
 
Namely we have (see Shmulevich and Dougherty): 
 

[ ]

( ) [ ]
210 20

1 1
i ,k i ,k

k i

max log P G D

max log P D G log P G c

or

max d d log P G
= =

  =   
 + +   

 
− − + 
  
∑∑



 

 
where we have used the estimated d for the specific graph G being tested. We do this for every 
possible graph, G. That is a very computationally complex calculation. Indeed it can become 
non-calculateable.  
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We demonstrate in the next section that we can measure analog values for the measurements as 
well as for the desired connections. 
 
5.2.2 Microarrays 
 
We briefly look at microarrays in some detail since we will use them in the Bayesian case as well 
in the full system modeling case. 
 
Microarrays are simply a set of matrices where we take samples from many cells and place them 
in an N by M matrix, say using rows for genes and columns for cell samples. By selecting the 
rows such that we can place in each row a gene specific binding site, which we can even tag with 
some visible marker, we can then determine if on a sample by sample basis we have genes being 
expressed, namely that they bind at the binding site. It is also possible to attempt to ascertain the 
concentration of the gene or gene product by having the amount of binding in each sample be 
reflected by a linear or similar color change. We can say have red for no binding, yellow for 
some and green for a great deal, or whatever color combination we so desire. Indeed it may then 
be possible to calibrate for relative concentrations in each cell entry via a colorimetric 
measurement. 
 
Microarrays is a unique approach which allows for the analysis of millions of samples, it is a 
marriage of high tech solid state chip technology with DNA bonding. We describe it in the 
following four steps, each step accompanied by a Figure. 
 
Step 1: The first step in a micro array is the production of cDNA, or complementary DNA. 
cDNA is that set of nucleotides which account for the encoding of mRNA. It does not include the 
non-coding regions which are the introns. 
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Microarray I

DNA

Gene

mRNA

cDNA

Exons code for 
mRNA which is 
extracted from cell.

cDNA is 
complementary 
DNA which is DNA 
regenerated from 
mRNA and it is 
same as original 
gene but does not 
have Introns.

Step 1: from the desired DNA to be analyzed the 
mRNA is extracted and used to generate 
specific cDNA. 

 
 
Step 2: In a separate environment we make the microcell. This is created in a manner identical to 
the making of integrated circuits which entails photo-masking techniques. Instead of silicon we 
used nucleotides. The array has millions of small holes in an array like manner. Each hole we fill 
with nucleotide, one nucleotide at a time. 
 
 



DRAFT WHITE PAPER 
CANCER MODELS FOR UNDERSTANDING, 
PREDICTION, AND CONTROL 

 

26 | P a g e  
 

Microarray II

A
T
G
G
C

Step 2: Using photolithographic 
techniques, nucleotides for selected cDNA 
segments are built up cell by cell creating a 
collection of binding sites of single 
stranded DNA sections about 25 
nucleotides deep/long on the surface of an 
NXM array. Each cell becomes sticky for a 
specific DNA segment.

 
 
Step 3: Now we take two DNA samples, one from what we call the Target, the plane we wish to 
categorize. We then take the segments we collected in step one and tag then with green or red 
tags, green say for the Target and Red for the Reference. 
 

Microarray III

Step 3: For the DNA to be analyzed and a “Reference” target DNA, the mRNA is 
extracted from each and the cDNA is produced for every gene in the cells to be 
analyzed, and then it is tagged with a dye which is red for one and green for the 
other. Typically we tag the target red and Reference green.

Target Cell Reference Cell

cDNA
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Step 4: We then take the samples from the differing plants, one in each column, and look at the 
array. If the microarray cell has the gene sequence we are seeking to march, and the Target has 
that sequence, it will bond and stick. If the Reference has it, it too will bond. If we just get the 
Target the cell will be green, if we just get the Reference the cell is red, if we get both the cell 
turns yellow, and if we have neither the cell is black. The result of a sample scan is shown below. 
 

Microarray IV

Gene 1

Gene N

S1 SM REF Then the 
columns are 
filled with a 
combination of 
sample Sk and 
the reference, 
each tagged, 
and the rows 
are filled with 
cDNA 
segments for a 
different gene 
in the selection 
to be tested. 
Then if the 
gene is 
present we get 
a red if it is in 
the target and 
a green if it is 
in the 
reference and 
a yellow if in 
both and a 
black if absent.

 
Now, we even get to try and look at the intensity of the red, green, or yellow. This we can try to 
see how much is expressed not just whether it is or is not. We will not discuss that here. In the 
above matrix we can see that many genes are expressed in one or both or none. If we have 
enough genes than we can argue we have the basis for an exceptionally good means to develop a 
classification. 
 
In the following Figure we summarize the microarray process. 



DRAFT WHITE PAPER 
CANCER MODELS FOR UNDERSTANDING, 
PREDICTION, AND CONTROL 

 

28 | P a g e  
 

Microarray Summary

Start with Target mRNA and 
generate cDNA

Use a Reference line and 
also generate cDNA

Tag the two sets of cDNA 
with two different dyes, a 

red and a green.

In each column insert a 
solution of the cDNA from a 

specific Target and the 
Reference

Make an array of rows of 
the same sets of 

nucleotides  about 25 in 
length and with enough 
columns to test all the 

targets.

Select a set of genes which 
are to be tested and a set of 

targets to be tested.
Allow the array to develop.

Now sample the array to 
determine  each cell color; 
red, yellow, green, black.

Enter the microarray data in 
a set of matrices for rows 
being genes and columns 

being Targets.

 
This is a brief summary of microarray technology. We refer the reader to the volume of literature 
available and referenced to herein. 
 
5.2.3 Bayesian Network Summary 
 
The Bayesian network approach can be posed as a general problem. Yet it is often delimited by 
assuming a priori that certain graphs, G, and no possible, and the minimization or maximization 
process then is performed over the subset of graphs. There is often still quite a great deal of 
calculation required. 
 
On the negative side the Bayesian approach as is the case for the Boolean approach does not take 
into account the underlying chemical dynamics that we have been observing. In addition for 
most of the pathways we are looking at we already know the key pathway structure and it is the 
reaction kinetics that we are looking for. 
 
Thus Boolean and Bayesian are useful for identifying pathways whereas the full system model 
works when the pathway is somewhat well understood and we are looking more for the 
dynamics and details of the reactions. In a sense they are useful at different stages of the process. 
 
5.3 STATE DYNAMIC NETWORKS 
 
The state dynamic network model for pathways is the heart of what we have been developing 
herein. It consists of the following: 
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1. Intracellular Pathways: The description of pathways within the cell and a description which 
focuses on concentrations of products and exogenously extracellular products that affect the 
pathways. 
 
2. Intercellular Pathways: This is the modeling of pathways between and amongst the cells. It is 
intercellular signalling pathways where receptors and their associated ligands are studied. Again 
this may generally be focused on concentrations of ligands and similar extracellular and 
intercellular communicators. 
 
3. Concentrations: The focus is on concentrations of the gene products. The issue here is that it is 
concentrations which reflect reality and although binding and pathway control may be seen as 
promoted or inhibited by other proteins, the reality of reaction kinetics is that it is concentrations 
which are reflective not just single molecule presence or absence. This element is dramatically 
different from what we see in Boolean or Bayesian models. Here with the modeling with 
concentrations we are modeling closer to reality. 
 
4. Reactions: Reaction kinetics describes how one substance can control the conversion of 
another substance into a third. The reaction kinetics are essential to the system dynamics model. 
The challenge is to know and understand which of the reaction models apply. For example are 
there rate limiting factors due to concentration limitations of the reaction. However as we have 
shown before, we are at so low a concentration in a cell that we may very well be dealing with 
protein to protein bonding, not looking at concentration based reactions. We have not examined 
this in detail but it will be considered later. 
 
5. Time Variations: The models are all time varying. Thus understanding reaction kinetics from a 
temporal perspective is essential. This may take our knowledge to the limit and perhaps beyond 
at the current time. 
 
We graphically demonstrate these factors below: 
 

 
 
In order to best understand the system dynamic model we again briefly return to the reaction rate 
model and its part in defining the reaction rate equations.  

Intracellular 
Pathway 

Intercellular 
Pathways 

Concentrations 

Reaction Kinetics 

Temporal 
Dynamics 
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Let us consider a simple model as below: 
 

 
 
Recall that if we have a pathway with say N=5 constituents then we have the following formula 
where the rates v are yet to be determined: 
 

 

 
Now let us return to the rate analysis. We will use the paper by Segel and Slemrod as the basis. 
This paper presents an excellent analysis of the quasi steady state assumptions for rate and 
reaction with enzymatic issues as we will encounter. 
 
Assume we have the following reaction: 
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We further assume that the forward rate from E+S to C us k1 and the reverse is k-1 and the 
forward rate from S to E+P is k2. Then we have the following: 
 

1 1 2

1 1

1 1 2

2

dE k ES k C k C
dt
dS k ES k C
dt
dC k ES k C k C
dt
dP k C
dt

−

−

−

= − + +

= − +

= − −

=

 

 
Note that as we have discussed before the equations are nonlinear due to the product terms. We 
could linearize them by assuming that we are dealing with small changes or we can use the quasi 
steady state assumptions which reduces the equations yet keeps the nonlinearity. We shall do the 
later. Also note the mapping of the above specific reactions to the generalized equations we have 
used above. Also note that when we have two constituents using an enzyme we see the enzyme 
as a single combine entity and the initial components as two separate ones. Also we have 
reaction rates thus dependent to the product of the concentrations on each side of the reaction. 
 
Now let us proceed with the enzymatic reaction. We can restrict the analysis to the following 
conditions: 
 

0

0

0
0
0 0
0 0

E( ) E
S( ) S
C( )
P( )

=
=
=
=

 

 
This is a simple defined initial state when we have just the initial entities which we desire to 
react. But we also can readily show: 
 

0E( t ) C( t ) E+ =  
 
Thus we can simplify the result to what we have below by elimination: 
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1 0 1

1 0 1

0

0

0
0 0

dS k ( E C S k C
dt
dC k ( E C )S k C
dt

S( ) S
C( )

−

−

= − − +

= − −

=
=

 

 
These are still rather complex differential equations and we will now assume that the rates of 
each are dramatically different. Namely one proceeds quite quickly and the other slowly. That 
being the case we can thus assume that one is steady state and the other dominates the observable 
time variation. This is in essence the quasi steady state assumption. This assumption is: 
 

0dC
dt

≈  

 
Then we obtain: 
 

0

1 2

1

m

m

E SC
K S

where
k kK

k
−

=
+

+
=

 

 
and finally we have the single differential equation for S, which is: 
 

2 0

m

dS k E S
dt K S

=
+

 

 
 
This can be applied to the above initial generic form depending upon what the reaction is. Simple 
reactions do not involve an enzymatic catalyst as we have shown here but in general we will 
always be dealing with some nonlinearities. 
 
The above deals with four of the five elements we discussed previously: intracellular pathway 
which was given, rate reactions, concentrations and temporal dynamics. 
 
Thus for any of the pathways we have described above we can readily apply the model we have 
developed. The issue will be one of simplification. In the previous quasi steady state analysis we 
eliminate one reaction as not being significant to the “scale” of the reaction or reactions of 
interest. We assume it has reached a steady state by the time we enter the second reaction. There 
are two other approaches; first neglect scale and just deal with the complex nonlinearities and 
compute results or at the other extreme linearize the system. 
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Let us apply linearization to the above: 
 

2 0

0

2 0 0

0

2 0 0

0

2 0

0

m

m

m

m

dS k E S
dt K S
let
S S s
where
s small variation
then
ds k E ( S s ) a bs
dt K S s
where

k E Sa
K S

k Eb
K S

=
+

= +

=

+
= ≈ +

+ +

=
+

=
+

 

 
Thus we can look at small variations in such a linear manner. 
 

1

1 1

1

1

( ) 0
is the desired result. Define:

( )( )

where we define:

.....
( )

.....

and the estimate at sample k+1 is:
ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ( 1) ( ) ( ( )) ( ( ))

n

n n

n

g a

g aA a
a

g g
a ag a
g ga
a a

a k a k A a k g a k

−

=

∂ = −  ∂ 

∂ ∂ 
 ∂ ∂∂   =  ∂ ∂ ∂ 
 ∂ ∂ 

+ = +

 

 
Note that we use this iterative scheme as one of several means to achieve the result. For each 
tuple of data we do the following: 
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0

,

ˆ(0) ,  an n x 1 vector guess. Then we use the first data tuple:
ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ(1) (0) ( (0)) (( (0))
where we use the difference:

ˆ(0) (0)
as the data entry element for each of the elements of a.

k measured

a a
a a A a g a

a a

=
= +

−
 

 
The Newton algorithm is but one of many possible algorithms. We know the conditions for 
Newton convergence. We can also estimate the accuracy of this algorithm as well. 
 
5.3.1 Kalman Filter 
 
The method of estimating the structural elements of the gene expression can be structured using 
a standard set of methodologies. In particular we use the two approaches. The approach was 
applied to estimating the constituent chemical concentrations of the upper atmosphere, namely 
the inversion problem, using transmitted light as the probe mechanism. In this case we seek to 
estimate the gene expression matrix using the concentrations of secondary chemicals as 
expressed in color concentrations. This is in many ways a similar problem. 
 
Let us consider a six gene model, two color modifying genes and four control genes, two each. 
The model is as follows. First is a general linear model for the gene production: 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )dx t Ax t u t n t
dt

= + +                                     

 
Then the entries are as follows: 
 

11 12 13

22

33

44 45 46

55

66

1

6

.. .. ..0..0..0
0... ..0...0...0...0
0...0... ..0...0...0
0...0...0... .. ..
0...0...0...0... ..0
0...0...0...0...0...

( ) ...

a a a
a

a
A

a a a
a

a
and

u
u t

u

 
 
 
 

=  
 
 
 
  

 
 =  
  

                             

 
And we assume a system noise which is white with the following characteristic: 
 
[ ]

[ ] 0

( ) 0

( ) ( ) ( )

E n t
and
E n t n s N I t sδ

=

= −
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Now we can define: 
 

1

2

...0
0...
A

A
A

 
=  
 

                                                          

 
Where we have partitioned the matrix into four submatrices. This shows that each gene and its 
controller are separate. Now we can determine the concentrations of each protein in steady state 
as follows, neglecting the Gaussian noise element for the time being: 
 

1 1
1

2 1 2

3 3

4 4
1

5 2 5

6 6

x u
x A u
x u

and
x u
x A u
x u

−

−

   
   = −   
      

   
   = −   
      

                                                       

 
We argue that finding either the matrix elements or their inverse relatives is identical.  Thus we 
focus on the inverse elements. Now the concentrations of the respective proteins are given by the 
2 x 2 vector as follows: 
 

1

2

31 11

42 24

5

6

...0...0...0...0...0
0...0...0... ...0...0

x
x
xz c

Cx
xz c
x
x

 
 
 
    

= =    
    
 
 
  

                      

 
The color model remains the same. 
 
The system model is as follows. Let us begin with a model for the vector a that we seek: 
 

1

5

( ) 0 :

( ) ...

da t where
dt

a
a t

a

=

 
 =  
  

                                                      

 
In this case we have assumed a is a 5 x 1 vector but it can be any vector. The measurement 
system equation is given by: 
 

( ) ( , ) ( )z t g a t w t= +                                                  
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Where z is an m x 1 vector. In this case however we have for the measurement the following: 
 

1

2

3

1

6

( ) ( , ) ( )

...

m
m
m

z t g a t w t
x

x

 
 
 
 

= = + 
 
 
 
  

                                    

 
We now expand in a Taylor series the above g function: 
 

0 0 0

0 0
1

( , ) ( , ) ( , ) ( ) ( )

1 ...
2

N
T

i i
i

g a t g a t C a t a t a t

a a F a aγ
=

= + − +  

− − +      ∑
                 

 
Where we have: 
 

1 1

1

1

...

.. .. ..
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n

m m

n

g g
a a

C
g g
a a

∂ ∂ 
 ∂ ∂ 
 =
 
∂ ∂ 
 ∂ ∂ 

                                               

 
Thus we have for the measurement: 
 

0 0 0( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )z t C t a t g a C a a t= + −                      
 
We now use standard Kalman theory to determine the mean square estimate; 
 

1

1

1
0

1

ˆ( ) ˆ( ) ( ) ( ( ) ( ))

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

( ( )

( ) ( ) ( )

T

T

N
T

i i
i

T

da t P t C t K z C t a t
dt

where
dP t P t C t K C t P t

dt

PF P K z g a

where

K t s E w t w s

γ

γ

−

−

−

=

= −

= − +

−

 − =  

∑
                   

 
In discrete time we have the equation: 
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[ ]1ˆ ˆ ˆ( 1) ( ) ( ) ( )a k a k PCK z k z k−+ = + −                   
 
This is identical to the equation we derived from the Newton method. 
 
5.3.2 The Matched Filter Approach 
 
This is a different approach and it is an application of signal detection taken from classic 
communication theory. It assumes we have N signals and each signal shape is known but the 
amplitude of the individual signals is not known. Then we ask how we can estimate the 
amplitude of each signal if what we have is a received signal which is the sum of the N plus 
noise. We begin this approach as follows: 
 
Let us assume there are two waveforms bounded on an interval [0, T] 
 
Let 
 

1 1 1

2 2 2

1 2
0

( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) 0

orthog remain

orthog remain

T
orthog orthog

s t s t s t

s t s t s t

such that

s t s t dt

= +

= +

=∫

 

 
Now there are three questions which we may pose: 
 
1. Does such a decomposition exist, if so under what terms? 
 
2. What is a constructive way to perform the decomposition? 
 
3. Is there an optimum decomposition such that the "distance between the two orthogonal signals 
is maximized"? 
 
Namely: 
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∫
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Let us approach the solution using the theory of orthogonal functions1. Now we can specifically 
use a Fourier series approach. We do the following: 
 

1 1 1
1

1 1

1
1

2( ) cos( ) ( )

( ) ( ) cos

2cos cos( )

n

n

n

n

Let

s t s nt r t
T

where
r t s t FS
and

FS s nt
T

π

π

∞

=

∞

=

= +

= −

=

∑

∑

 

 
Likewise 
 

                                                 
1 See Sansone, Orthogonal Functions. 
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2 2 2
1

2 2

2
1

2( ) sin( ) ( )

( ) ( ) sin

2sin sin( )

n
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n
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Let

s t s nt r t
T

where
r t s t FS
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FS s nt
T

π

π

∞

=

∞

=

= +

= −

=

∑

∑
 

 
Clearly FScos and FSsin are orthogonal. The residual functions r are the sin and cos elements 
respectively of the expansions. We could have just as easily transposed the sin and cos 
allocations between the two s functions. As to answering the third question we are effectively 
asking if the r residual functions can be minimized. The answer is not with a Fourier Transform. 
Then the question would be; is there another set of orthogonal functions which would minimize 
the residuals, namely: 
 

2
1 1

0

2
2 2

0

( )

( )

T

T

r t dt R

and

r t dt R

=

=

∫

∫

 

 
are to be minimized. For a Fourier Transform as the orthogonal base we are left with residuals, 
R, at whatever they may be. However using the Fourier Transform approach we can extract the 
two signals as follows: 
 

1 21 2( ) [ ] ( ) [ ] ( ) ( )TOTP C s C s rλ λ λ λ= + +   
 
Note we can interchange t and λ since they represent the same variable. We now have a "signal" 
with amplitudes to be determined and a bias which is known. Using standard "signal detection 
theory" we can readily solve this problem as well. This becomes the "matched filter problem"2.  
 
What we have sought to accomplish in this paper is to describe color and it generation in plants 
and to present a set of methods and means to determine the constituents which give rise to those 
colors. In effect we have created a world view of color, apart from the classic colorimetry 
approach, and used this and the physical measurements related thereto to affect a method and 
means to determine concentrations of colorants in flowers. 
 

                                                 
2 See VanTrees, Detection, Estimation and Modulation Theory. He presents details on this solution. 
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The simple application of Beer's law and the use of the known spectra of the proteins allow us to 
use data from FTS to determine the concentrations of each colorant on literally a cell by cell 
basis. Beer's law is a simplistic but fairly accurate and consistent method. It would be interesting 
to explore the details of the transmission of light to a deeper level but the complexity of the cell 
structure prohibits that at this time. 
 
Having a methodology of the type developed herein we can now more readily examine the 
genetic pathways and expression. This paper details multiple ways to ascertain concentrations on 
a cell by cell basis. 
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6 TOTAL CELLULAR DYNAMICS: AN EXAMPLE 
 
The concept of a model of Total Cellular Dynamics is somewhat innovative. It focuses on the 
movement of the cancer cells throughout the body. We will consider three possible possibilities: 
 
1. No Stem Cells 
 
2. Stem Cells but Fixed at Initial Location 
 
3. Stem Cells which are mobile. 
 
In Case 1 all malignant cells are clones of each other at least at the start. As the malignant cells 
continue through mitosis additional mutations are likely so that after a broad set of mitotic 
divisions we have a somewhat heterogeneous set of malignant cells, some more aggressive than 
others. As with most such cancer cells they also produce ligand growth factors which stimulate 
each other and result in the cascade of unlimited growth and duplication. 
 
In Case 2 we assume that there was a single cell which mutated and that this becomes the CSC. 
The CSC replicates producing one CSC for self-replication and TICs which migrate. We assume 
that the CSC may from time to time actually double, but not at the mitosis rate of the base. 
Furthermore we assume the CSC sends out growth factors, GF, to the TICs. The GF flow 
outward in a wave like manner from the somewhat position stabilized CSCs to the TICs which 
are mobile and both diffuse and flow throughout the body. The GF must find the TICs which 
become a distant metastasis. 
 
In Case 3 in contrast to Case 2, we assume mobile CSC and thus the CSCs also flow according to 
some set of rules. 
 
6.1 TOTAL CELLULAR DYNAMICS MODELS 
 
Now depending on the case we assume we can model the flow of cancer cells according to some 
simple dynamic distributed models3. Thus we could have: 
 

2

2

p( x,t ) p( x,t ) p( x,t )D( x,t ) E( x,t ) F( x,t )p( x,t )
t x x

∂ ∂ ∂
= + +

∂ ∂ ∂  
 
This provides diffusion, flow, and rate elements. The rate term, the F term, is a rate of change in 
time at a certain location and time specific. It is the duplication rate at that specific location due 
to the normal mitotic change. The last term may be both pathway and environment driven. 
 
Now this description has certain physical realities. 

                                                 
3 See Andersen p 277 of Bellomo et al for an variant on what we are proposing here. The Andersen model is 
somewhat similar but lacks the detail we present herein. Also there is in the same volume a paper by Pepper and 
Lolas focusing on the dynamics of the lymphatic cancer system, p 255. 
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Here above we describe the three factors in terms of their effects and their causes. The three 
elements of the equation; diffusion, flow, and growth, are the three ways in which cancer cells 
move. We can summarize these as below: 
 

Factor Diffusion Flow Growth 
Physical Effect Cancer cells begin to 

diffuse due to 
concentration effects. 

Cancer cells are “forced” 
to move by a flow 
mechanism driven them in 
a direction along flow 
lines. 

Cancer cells begin to go 
through mitosis and cell 
growth. 

Genetic Driver Movement is due to the 
loss of location restrictors 
such as E cadherin found 
in melanocytes and 
restricting their movement. 

Flow lines may be 
developed by means of 
metabolic needs of the cell 
in search of the nutrients 
required for growth. This 
may be a combination of 
angiogenesis as well as a 
Warburg like effect. 

Growth factor ligands 
attach to the surface of the 
cell. Flow of such ligands 
and their production may 
be influenced by a Turing 
flow effect thus 
accounting for complexity 
of location of growth. 

Impact Slow migration in local 
areas. 

Cells have lost 
functionality and move to 
maximize their nutrition 
input to facilitate growth. 

Cancer cells may find 
optimal areas for 
proliferation based upon 
factor related to ligand 
density. 

 
 
Now consider the following graphic as a human body, 
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We have a D, E, F, for each gross portion of the body. We also have a model as specifically 
below in the Table: 
 

Organ D 
Diffusion 

E 
Flow 

F 
Production 

Epidermis 0.5 0.01 0.7 
Dermis 0.4 0.02 0.5 
Cutis 0.3 0.05 0.2 
Blood 5.0 0.5 0.01 
Brain 0.1 0.01 0.2 
Liver 2.0 0.2 0.3 
Lung 3.0 0.3 0.4 
Kidney 1.5 0.4 0.5 
Bone 2.5 0.5 1.0 
 
The above numbers are purely speculative. But if we can ascertain them then we get a solution of 
p(x,t) in time. Note that here we have a two dimensional space. Thus we have the above 
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constants applying only to this artifactually spatial model. Distance is measured in terms of 
movement across the interfaces. For simplicity we assume that all other space is impenetrable by 
any means. This we have production, flow and diffusion in each area. 
 

 
 
Note that in the above we have laid out the x and y coordinates such that we have blood flow in 
the center, namely the metastasis flows via blood, and then enters organs as shown. The 
“location” of the organs are distances. Note also the origin of the malignancy is at (0,0).  
 
Now we can relate the constants to the pathway distortions which are part of the malignancy as 
well. 
 
The question is how do we determine these constants so that we may verify the model. Let us 
assume we can do so via examination of prior malignancy, not an obvious task but one we shall 
demonstrate. One must be cautious also to include in the determination pathway factors for each 
malignancy and its state and stage. Thus the three constants will be highly dependent upon the 
specific genetic makeup of the initial malignancy. 
 
6.2 TURING TESSELLATION 
 
In 1952 Alan Turing, in the last year and a half of his life, was focusing on biological models and 
moving away from his seminal efforts in encryption and computers. It was Turing who in the 
Second World War managed to break many of the German codes on Ultra and who also created 
the paradigm for computers which we use today. In his last efforts before his untimely suicide 
Turing looked at the problem of patterning in plants and animals. This was done at the same time 
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Watson and Crick were working on the gene and DNA. Turing had no detailed model to work 
with, he had no gene, and he had just a gestalt, if you will, to model this issue. Today we have 
the details of the model to fill in the gaps in the Turing model. 
 
The Turing model was quite simple. It stated that there was some chemical, and a concentration 
of that chemical, call it C, which was the determinant of a color. Consider the case of a zebra and 
its hair. If C were above a certain level the hair was black and if below that level the hair was 
white.  As Turing states in the abstract of the paper: 
 
"It is suggested that a system of chemical substances, called morphogens, reacting together and 
diffusing through a tissue, is adequate to account for the main phenomena of morphogenesis. 
Such a system, although it may originally be quite homogeneous, may later develop a pattern or 
structure due to an instability of the homogeneous equilibrium, which is triggered off by random 
disturbances. Such reaction-diffusion systems are considered in some detail in the case of an 
isolated ring of cells, a mathematically convenient, though biologically unusual system.  
 
The investigation is chiefly concerned with the onset of instability. It is found that there are six 
essentially different forms which this may take. In the most interesting form stationary waves 
appear on the ring. It is suggested that this might account, for instance, for the tentacle patterns 
on Hydra and for whorled leaves. A system of reactions and diffusion on a sphere is also 
considered. Such a system appears to account for gastrulation. Another reaction system in two 
dimensions gives rise to patterns reminiscent of dappling. It is also suggested that stationary 
waves in two dimensions could account for the phenomena of phyllotaxis.  
 
The purpose of this paper is to discuss a possible mechanism by which the genes of a zygote may 
determine the anatomical structure of the resulting organism. The theory does not make any new 
hypotheses; it merely suggests that certain well-known physical laws are sufficient to account for 
many of the facts. The full understanding of the paper requires a good knowledge of 
mathematics, some biology, and some elementary chemistry. Since readers cannot be expected to 
be experts in all of these subjects, a number of elementary facts are explained, which can be 
found in text-books, but whose omission would make the paper difficult reading." 
 
Now, Turing reasoned that this chemical, what he called the morphogen, could be generated and 
could flow out to other cells and in from other cells. Thus focusing on one cell he could create a 
model across space and time to lay out the concentration of this chemical. He simply postulated 
that the rate of change of this chemical in time was equal to two factors; first the use of the 
chemical in the cell, such as a catalyst in a reaction or even part of the reaction, and second, the 
flow in or out of the cell. The following equation is a statement of Turing's observation. 
 

21
1 1 2 1 1

( , ) ( , , , ) ( , )C x t F C C x t C x t
t

λ∂
= + ∇

∂  
This is the nonlinear diffusion equation. It allows one to solve for a concentration, C, as a 
function of time and space. It requires two things. First is the diffusion coefficient to and from 
cells and second the functional relationship which shows how the chemical is used within a cell.
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6.3 DETERMINING THE COEFFICIENTS 
 
The question now is how does one link the coefficients in the models. For example if we believe 
that diffusion D depends on E cadherin concentration, namely as E cadherin decreases then D 
increases we may postulate: 
 

ECadherinD( x,t ) ( n ( x,t ))κ β= −  
 
where the constants are to be determined. We know that the more E cadherin the stickier is the 
cell and the less diffusion that occurs. Thus the above is at the least a first order approximation. 
 
In a similar manner we can relate F to PTEN and p53. We do so as follows: 
 

53 53 53PTEN PTEN PTEN p p pF( x,t ) ( n ( x,t )) ( n ( x,t ))κ β κ β= − + −  
 
This is merely suppositional. But we do know the following: 
 
1. The genes which are expressed for adhesion and replication are known. 
 
2. We know the pathways for these genes 
 
3. We know the intracellular models controlling these genes. 
 
4. We know that functionally an excess or paucity of a gene has a certain effect. 
 
5. We know that in general in small amounts the world is linear. 
 
6. We know that we can use regression techniques based upon collected data to determine 
coefficients in a general sense. 
 
Thus we have a fundamental basis to express the following: 
 

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

1

1

1

N

i i i
i
N

i i i
i
N

i i i
i

D( x,t ) n ( x,t )

F( x,t ) n ( x,t )

G( x,t ) n ( x,t )

κ β

λ α

µ γ

=

=

=

= −

= −

= −

∑

∑

∑

 

 
Now we have related intracellular concentrations, which themselves may be temporally and 
spatially dependent, to the total parameter values for the flow of cells throughout the body. We 
may also want to relate these to organ specific parameters as well.  
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Thus what we have achieved is as follows: 
 
1. Model relating intracellular and whole body. 
 
2. Methodology to determine the constants. 
 
3. Methodology to go from patient data to prognostic data. 
 
4. Methodologies to establish possible treatment methodologies. Namely what gene controls will 
result in what whole body reactions. 
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7 CANCER METABOLISM: AN EXAMPLE OF COMPLEXITY 
 
When discussing the Total Cellular Dynamics model we often encounter the question of where 
does the cancer cell get its growth energy from? Does it seek paths which offer it the richest 
environment for expansion or are there other mechanisms that make this unnecessary. We briefly 
examine the Warburg Hypothesis. Warburg conjectured that cancer is caused by damage to 
respiration, oxidation, and the cells getting energy via fermentation.  
 
As Warburg noted in 1956: 
 
Cancer cells originate from normal body cells in two phases. The first phase is the irreversible 
injuring of respiration. Just as there are many remote causes of plague-heat, insects, rats-but 
only one common cause, the plague bacillus, there are a great many remote causes of cancer-tar, 
rays, arsenic, pressure, urethane- but there is only one common cause into which all other causes of 
cancer merge, the irreversible injuring of respiration.  
 
The irreversible injuring of respiration is followed, as the second phase of cancer formation, by a 
long struggle for existence by the injured cells to maintain their structure, in which a part of the 
cells perish from lack of energy, while another part succeed in replacing the irretrievably lost 
respiration energy by fermentation energy. Because of the morphological inferiority of 
fermentation energy, the highly differentiated body cells are converted by this into undifferentiated 
cells that grow wildly-the cancer cells  
 
Although the Hypothesis was and is consistent with observations the cause and effect are highly 
suspect. Yet it does pose the issue of energy infusion in cancer cells. 
 
As Hsu and Sabatini remark concerning Warburg: 
 
It is hard to begin a discussion of cancer cell metabolism without first mentioning Otto Warburg. 
A pioneer in the study of respiration, Warburg made a striking discovery in the 1920s. He found 
that, even in the presence of ample oxygen, cancer cells prefer to metabolize glucose by 
glycolysis, a seeming paradox as glycolysis, when compared to oxidative phosphorylation, is a 
less efficient pathway for producing ATP (Warburg, 1956). The Warburg effect has since been 
demonstrated in different types of tumors and the concomitant increase in glucose uptake has 
been exploited clinically for the detection of tumors by fluoro-deoxy-glucose positron emission 
tomography (FDG-PET).  
 
Although aerobic glycolysis has now been generally accepted as a metabolic hallmark of cancer, 
its causal relationship with cancer progression is still unclear. In this Essay, we discuss the 
possible drivers, advantages, and potential liabilities of the altered metabolism of cancer cells. 
Although our emphasis on the Warburg effect reflects the focus of the field, we would also like to 
encourage a broader approach to the study of cancer metabolism that takes into account the 
contributions of all interconnected small molecule pathways of the cell.  
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They demonstrate this in the Figure below showing pathway elements and advantages and 
disadvantages of such signalling: 
 

 
 
 
And Hsu and Sabatini also demonstrate that this pathway control also controls apoptosis: 
 
In addition to involvement in proliferation, altered metabolism may promote another cancer-
essential function: the avoidance of apoptosis. Loss of the p53 target TIGAR sensitizes cancer 
cells to apoptosis, most likely by causing an increase in reactive oxygen species (Bensaad et al., 
2006). On the other hand, overexpression of glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase 
(GAPDH) prevents caspase-independent cell death, presumably by stimulating glycolysis, 
increasing cellular ATP levels, and promoting autophagy (Colell et al., 2007). Whether or not 
GAPDH plays a physiological role in the regulation of cell death remains to be determined.  
 
As Vander Heiden and Sabatini state: 
 
In principle, the metabolic dependencies of cancer cells can be exploited for cancer treatment. 
For instance, a large fraction of human cancer is dependent on aberrant signaling through the 
PI3K/Akt pathway, and agents that target PI3K and various downstream signaling molecules are 
now in clinical trials.  
 
The growing evidence that activation of PI3K causes increased dependency on glycolysis 
suggests that these agents may exert some of their effect by disrupting glucose metabolism. 
Drugs targeting key metabolic control points important for aerobic glycolysis, such as PK-M2 or 
LDH-A, might also warrant investigation as potential cancer therapies. In addition, the drugs 
developed to target metabolic diseases such as type 2 diabetes may have use in treating cancer. 
A number of retrospective clinical studies have found that the widely used diabetes drug 
metformin may offer a possible benefit in cancer prevention as well as improved outcomes when 
used with other cancer therapies.  
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Metformin and the more potent related compound Phenformin activate AMPK in cells, 
suggesting that Phenformin or other activators of AMPK might also be used as an adjunct to 
cancer therapy. Optimal use of these drugs will require a better understanding of cancer cell 
metabolism and identification of the signaling pathways that represent an Achilles’ heel for cell 
proliferation or survival. 
 
 Metabolic tissues in mammals transform ingested food into a near-constant supply of glucose, 
glutamine, and lipids to balance the metabolic needs of both differentiated and proliferating 
tissues. Alterations in the appropriate balance of fuels and/or signal transduction pathways that 
deal with nutrient utilization may underlie the cancer predisposition associated with metabolic 
diseases such as diabetes and obesity.  
 
A better understanding of how whole-body metabolism interacts with tumor metabolism may 
better define these risks and identify potential points of therapeutic intervention. In addition, it is 
possible that the cachexia associated with many cancers is exacerbated by the excess nutrient 
consumption by the tumor, which would affect whole-body metabolic regulation.  
 
To this end, the potential role of dietary supplements and tight glucose control as adjuncts to 
cancer treatment is an active field of investigation.  
 
The last comments has significant merit. The issue of glucose control, the impact of insulin 
related ligands and the pathway activation, all demonstrate this effect. One may then conjecture 
that when cancer cells migrate, they may do so along lines of higher glucose concentration. Thus 
the preference of hematological migration. Again the Warburg Hypothesis is less of interest in 
the classic sense than in the ability to better understand migratory and diffusional behavior. 
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8 STOCHASTIC MODELS 
 
Stochastic Models are at the heart of understanding how the systems may function under the 
following circumstances: 
 
1. When truly random factors influence a pathway. There are true random effects. They are akin 
to white noise or random noise in a radio signal. They are just artifacts of things that have 
nothing to do with our known system. They may be of a small nature, thus Gaussian in nature, 
with no big events, or event like, big factors, occurring from time to time, and thus may be 
Poisson like. Can we measure them, possibly, can we develop a physical model for them, most 
likely, but for the most part they take no part in the underlying pathway and they are independent 
totally, and in turn in a statistical manner. 
 
2. Unknown or Known Effects: Let us consider here the miRNA model as an example. We know 
they exist, we know they disturb pathways, but we do not have a good model for them. Thus we 
consider them to be random, and we attempt to provide a model based upon measured reality to 
incorporate their effects. There are positives and negatives with these approaches. 
 
An alternative approach is to include the unknown/known effects as states to be identified, using 
classic identification techniques. We have employed that approach from time to time but it may 
suffer from certain estimation instabilities. We shall examine that later. 
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9 STABILITY 
 
With highly complex systems, even just linear ones and more so with nonlinear ones we have 
significant issues regarding stability. The stability issue may be model related or more 
interestingly it may reflect the nature of that specific pathway. 
 
The systems we see developed may perforce of their complexity have substantial stability 
problems. We must be cautious to be assured that the instability if present reflects nature and not 
the model.  
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10 CONTROLLABLE AND OBSERVABLE 
 
In systems we often are concerned about two key concepts; controllability and observability. Let 
us first define them and then discuss their importance.  
 
For both cases we assume we have a system of the following type: 
 
dn( t ) A( t )n( t ) B( t )u( t )

dt
z( t ) C( t )n( t )

= +

=
 

 
Namely we have some system which has a large vector of proteins in a cell, and that we know 
the dynamics of these proteins and that we have some control vector u which can control the 
number of proteins in a cell. Furthermore we assume we can observe the number of proteins via 
some system which produces a measurement z. 
 
We now introduce the two concepts. We rely upon McGarty (1974, pp 33-41) for the theoretical 
background 
 
10.1 CONTROLLABILITY 
 
Now a system is said to be controllable is we can find some u(t) which allows us to drive the 
system to some state x(T) and time T. We may not find the specific u immediately but we are 
assured that one exists. 
 
This is a critical concept since it allows us to say develop a protocol to treat some pathway 
disorder by selecting some control u, say a selection of a kinase inhibitor. On the other hand if 
the system is not controllable that negative result may force us to expand the system or try and 
find an alternative set of controls by changing say the C matrix. 
 
10.2 OBSERVABILITY 
 
A system is observable if from a set of measurements, z(t), where tε(r,s), we can determine x(T) 
for some T. Namely we assume we know the dynamics of the system and that we have 
measurements over some interval and from these measurements we can then determine x(T) and 
in turn any other value of x since we know the governing equations. In our case at hand, we 
assume we have say some microarray or FISH measurements, or others, and that from these we 
can then determine all of the protein counts at some T and thus at any t. Namely the system will 
be fully determined. 
 
Thus with these two concepts we have a model for a system which can be used to both identify 
all states and drive it to a desired state. 
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11 SUMMARY 
 
We can now summarize this models we have considered. First we should emphasize that for the 
most part those working in the field have developed pathway models which exhibit a non-
temporal mode, it is some steady state model, and the model assumes a protein to protein 
connection, as if there were a single protein molecule produced and that the interacting proteins 
were there or not. Part of the simplicity of the models is determined by the limits of what can be 
measured. We have herein attempted not to limit the results by what can be accomplished 
currently but has extended the model to levels which assist in a fuller representation of reality. 
However even here we may very be falling short. 
 
For we have deliberately neglected such things as miRNA, methylation, and the stem cell 
paradigm just to name a few. 
 
We combine all four methods in a graphic below. We summarize the key differences and 
differentiators. Currently most of the analytical models focus on pathways. This can generally be 
supported by means of microarray technology and even rough estimates of relative 
concentrations may be inferred by such an approach. 
 
 
 

 
 
The risks we see even in the above models is the absence of exogenous epigenetic factors and the 
inclusion of a stem cell model. The latter issue is one of major concern. For example if we have 
true cancer stem cells, CSC, then we have a proliferation of differing cell types. The use of 
microarrays is for the most part and averaging methodology, not a cell by cell methodology. If 
we collect cells from say a melanoma tumor. how much of that is a CSC and how much a TIC. 
And frankly should we identify CSCs only and perform our analysis on those cells alone. 
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